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1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
  
 This policy governs the management of medical equipment and consumable donations provision to 

RACS (Royal Australasian College of Surgeons) Global Health Department and RACS Global 
Health Programs.  

 
 Medical equipment and consumable donations are strictly managed to ensure they are quality, 

appropriate and formalised donations to countries across the Indo-Pacific region. All donations of 
equipment must be accompanied by a formal request from the Ministry of Health of the recipient 
host country and align with the principles of RACS Global Health programs. RACS Global Health 
reserves the right to refuse and return donations to the supplier at their cost if they do not comply 
with this policy.  

 
 This policy does not extend to procurement of equipment purchased through existing RACS Global 

Health programs and related institutional grants. 
 

2. KEYWORDS 
 

Donations, Medical Equipment, In-Kind Donations, World Health Organisation (WHO) 
 

3. BODY OF POLICY 

3.1 Background  
 

The RACS Global Health Program works with host country Ministries of Health and the 
Australian Government to provide specialist medical and surgical programs to the Indo-
Pacific region.  RACS Global Health aligns it principles of medical equipment donation 
acceptance with national country and WHO guidelines.  This is necessary to ensure 
donations achieve their intended objectives and do not inadvertently burden the recipient 
health care system. 
 
RACS acknowledges that health sectors of many developing countries rely significantly on 
donations of medical devices, medical equipment, and consumables. Although these 
donations are made with good intentions, the outcomes are not always positive if the 
donations are not thoughtfully planned and coordinated.  

 
3.2 Donations  

 
The College may accept donations in-kind of medical equipment or materials and supplies. 
The donations must meet WHO donation guidelines and/or national country guidelines and 
principles of good practice to be accepted. 

 
3.2.1 formally requested by the Ministry of Health. Donations should 
be based on an expressed n
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