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1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE

This document defines the terms of reference for the RACS Trauma Committee.
2. KEYWORDS

Terms of Reference, Trauma Committee
3. BODY OF POLICY

3.1. Background

RACS recognises a responsibility to contribute towards reducing the frequency of death and
disability resulting from injury. The Trauma Committee aims to achieve successful outcomes
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3.3. Duties and Responsibilities

3.3.1 To advise RACS on the scope and nature of surgical practice in trauma services in
Australia and New Zealand.

3.3.2 To advise and assist RACS with workforce issues relating to the provision of trauma
surgical services including recruitment, retention, training and support for surgeons
working in trauma services in Australia and New Zealand.

3.3.3 To assist in promotion and facilitation of the essential components of quality surgical
care for trauma patients including:

1 Maintenance of professional standards

1 Audit

1 Peer review

1 Ongoing training

1 Advocacy for safe and appropriate working hours for surgeons caring for the
injured patient to reflect best practice in the international standard of trauma
care

1 Research activities

1 Education and training facilities

1 Accreditation of hospitals for trauma training

3.3.4 To develop and prepare RACS responses and recommendations that relate to the
care of the trauma patient and trauma prevention.

3.3.5 To collaborate and consider interests of all specialty societies, interest groups, key
stakeholders and State and Territory committees of Australia and New Zealand with
regard to trauma care and trauma prevention.

3.4. Powers

The Trauma Committee will have powers to recommend policy, prepare position papers and

make decisions in relation to Trauma Surgery as delegated to it from time to time by the

Professional Standards Committee.

3.5. Composition and Size

3.5.1 Membership shall consist of

One Member of Council

Chair Road Trauma Advisory subcommittee

Chair Trauma Verification subcommittee

Chair DSTC subcommittee

Chair Trauma Quality Improvement subcommittee

Chair EMST Committee

Chair NZ Trauma Committee

One Fellow representing general surgery

One Fellow representing v4(ne)4( )] TETQNI000008871 0 595.32 841.92 refBTER 9.

= A . _a _a _a _a _a _»a

Authorised By:

Director, Fellowship Engagement Original Issue:  October 2006

Document Owner: Professional Standards Version: 4

Page 2 of 3

Approval Date:  April 2020
Review Date: April 2023




TERMS OF REFERENCE ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

Division Fellowship Engagement Ref. No. | TOR-3014
Department Professional Standards
Title Trauma Committee

1 One representative of the Australian and New Zealand College of

Anaesthetists

1 One representative of the College of Intensive Care Medicine

1 One representative of the Australasian College of Emergency Medicine

1 One Fellow representing Australian and New Zealand Association for the

Surgery of Trauma (ANZAST)
3.5.2 Co-option of additional Fellows as appropriate.

3.6. Office Bearers and the Committee

3.6.1 The Chair will be elected by majority vote of the Committee for a term of three years
and be eligible for a further term.

3.6.2 To satisfy the need to address NZ media and NZ agencies in a timely manner for NZ
trauma related matters a NZ Co-Chair can be appointed. The NZ Trauma
Committee and NZ representatives on the Trauma Committee will nominate an
appointee.

3.6.3 Committee members will be appointed for a three-year term and will be eligible for
two further periods of three years to a maximum of nine years.

3.6.4 The appointment of the Chair will be ratified by the Professional Standards
Committee.

3.6.5 Any Member may nominate any other member to fill any vacancy.

3.8.  Meetings of the Trauma Committee

3.8.1 The Trauma Committee will meet three times per year with at least one face-to-face
meeting.

3.8.2 A quorum will be a voting majority of the membership.

3.8.3  Approval of resolutions, responses and recommendations by email communication is
acceptable.

3.9. Reporting

3.9.1 The Committee reports regularly via the Professional Standards Committee (PSC) to
the Professional Development and Standards Board.

3.9.1 All subcommittees and working parties will report to the Trauma Committee.
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